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It was in the days of the Peace Conference, and
Mr. Balfour (as he then was) said to the Prime
Minister: "I have been an exile from England since
Christmas. Tell me what is happening there. What,
for instance, is the new House of Commons like?"
"I'll tell you," said Mr. Lloyd George, his eyes
sparkling with fun and a smile spreading rapidly over
his face. "I made a speech to them. I addressed myself
at first to the Opposition benches in front of me. They
were very cold and hostile; I couldn't get a cheer.
This, said I to myself, is not the House of Commons;
it's the Trades Union Congress. So I turned as one
does in such circumstances to the benches behind me,
but neither was that the House of Commons; it was
the Associated Chambers of Commerce."

Unfortunately the General Election of 1918 returned
the Government with a strength at Westminster out
of all proportion to the votes cast, and the Socialists,
with a mere fifty-nine members, felt that they had
been tricked. The Trades Union Congress began to
set itself up against Parliament. "You," declared one
of its delegates, "who have sprung from the loins of
the common people are infinitely more representative
of the aims and aspirations of this country than the
House of Commons." A Council of Action was
set up to enforce executive action in the interests of
organized Labour. Mr. Arthur Bryant, in his mono-
graph on Lord Baldwin, has selected some of the
choicer specimens of the political abuse of that day.
A leading organ of the Left, for example, reporting a
speech of a member of the Coalition Government,
began: "Mr. Winston Churchill of the Brass Face
erupted again last Saturday," while that statesman
himself talked of the foul baboonery of the extreme